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Mansfield is located south of the Appomattox River west of Petersburg in an area whlch
includes several other fine eighteenth~ and nineteenth-century plantation houses. The
house is approached by a long lane lined with ancient cedar trees., It is a large frame
building constructed in at least two stages during the early and mid-eighteenth century.
Ne early outbuildings survive, but the brick footings of a schoolhouse, illustrated on
an 1816 insurance policy, are visible to the east of the house, and beyond them is an
overgrown early-twentieth-century garden.

The earliest portion of the house, probabdbly built in the first half of the eighteenth
century, is a long, narrow, five-bay, story-and-a-half structure with an octastyle
Colonial Revival porch stretching the length of the front. Set on a low brick under-
pinning, it is covered with old (perhaps original) beadad weatherboards, although souwe

of those on the east and south sides were renewed eaxly in the present century. The
windows have nine-over-nine sash and louvred blinds (apparently not original). A steeply
pitched hipped roof covers this portion of the building and is broken by five pedimentead
dormers on the front slope, one on each end, and two on the rear., Tall interior chimneys
of brick with glazed-beader patterns project from the roof, :

Eehind the early section is a large mid-eighteenth~century ell, connected to the earlier
block by a 14 x lé-foot hyphen. th the ell and the hyphen are two-story structures
with nine~over-nine sash on the first floor and siz-over-six sash on the secoad. They
are clad with (mostly original) molded~edge weatherboards and have hipped roofs. There
is a brick intevior-end chimney on the north end of the ell. Both of the hyphen entrances,
as well as the two entrances of the carly section retain mid- ElghtELnth century saundstone
steps with scrolled bottom treads.

In plan, the early section is four rooms long znd one room deep. The front entrance leads
into the parlor, the eastern of the two large center rooms, and the most elaborate of

this section of the hcuse. When the ell was added the chimney wall of the parlor was
paneled, Four tall fluted Roman Doric pilascters with full entablature ‘blocks frame the
fireplace and the two doors into the room beyond. The overmantel consists of four raised
panels, with the outer ones narrower than the inner omes. Two vertical raised panels

are over each door. A deeply projecting melded cornice is carried around the entire

room, and broken over the pilasters. As with many houses in the area, Mansfield's decora-
tion was altered in the early nineteenth century by the addition of Federal mantels and
minor details. A pedestal-type Federal chair rail encircles the parlor, and a mantel

with symmetrically molded pilasters, reeded tablet, and a holdly molded shelf replaces

the earlier fireplace treatment.

the dining room, the western of the two central rooms, has a marble surround and an odd
marble mantel consisting of plain pilasters supporting a cornice shelf with no interven-
ing architrave or frieze. A Federal chair rail is employed here also.

The small eastern chamber has a plain Federal mantel with fluted entablature blocks
resting on a molded architrave and supporting a mantel shelf., The western chamber was
converted to a kitchen during an early-twventieth~century renovation and has no trim of
any kind. i

In the copnecting hvphen is a handsome open-string stair.  Approximately square. in plan,

it has three turned balusters to a tread, graceful sawa brackets, and a molded banister

which is ramped and eased at the landings and scrolled at the newel. The spandrels are
- (see Continuation Sheet #3)




Form Mo, 103003
(Fev. 10-73)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
~ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

COMTINUATION SHEET #2 JITEM NUMBER

AECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

FOR NPS USE ONLY

- et et ey o e

& PAGE 1

6, REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey

1968; 1975 State

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Situatednear tha Appomattox River in Dinwiddie County, Mansfield is one of a group of
lzrge houses associated with Roger Atkinson (1725-1784), an important local planter in
the pre-~Revolutionary period. Its fine interiors, its unusual form, and its location
in a neighborhood distinguished by several other notable plantation houses, many of
which bear the marks of highly accomplished craftsmen, all contribute to Mansfield's
significance in the architectural and historical landscape of early Virginia.

The construction date of the original portion of Mansfield is not krown, but it almost
certainly predates the tenure of Roger Atkinson, who obtained 99 acres of land in the
area in 1757 and added 1190 ascres wmore in 1760. Atkinson, prominent in Iocal affairs,
was appointed a trustee of the new village of Petersburg in 1762, A large landholder
ailong both sides of the Appomattox River, Atkinson presented the adjoining plantation,
Syscnby, to his daughter Anne and bought Olive Hill, in Chesterfield County, directly
zcross the river from Mansfield for his son Roger I1. It seems probable that he expanded
the house with the addition of the hyphen and ell shortly after he acquired the property.

The Atkinsons' tenure at Mansfield lasted until the 1830s. Thomas Atkinson (1807-1831),
the third Episcopal bishop of North Carolina, was raised there. Mutual Assurance Sociely
policies taken out by Robert Atkinson in 1802 and 1805 show the house in its present
form, with a kitchen to the west and a large "washing house'" (designated as a schoolhouse
on an 1816 policy) to the east. The footings of the latter are still visible,

During the 1830s, Mansfield was the property of BHugh A. Garland, who kept a girls' school
therce, and was a biegrapher of John Raundolph of Roanoke. William B, Mcllwaine, an
Atkingson descendant, bought Mansfield in 1905. He undertook repairs and remcdeling which
included the installation of almost all of the present doors, the present kitchen, the
ground-sitnry fleooring, the chandeliers, snd a bell system., In the twentieth century the
property has been owned by Julian Y. Williams (from 1938), and Charles Wells. It has
recently bzen purchased by the Henshaw brothers cof Dinwiddie County, who intend to
renovate it.
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DESCRIDTION

paneled with raised paneling. The clumy chair rail paralleling the stair is.
a nineteenth~century addition.

The large ell is given over to a single room on each floor. The first-floor
"ballroom' is the largest and most pretentious of its sort in the county. Orig-
inal raised-panel wainscoting with an asymmetrical chair rail and a tier of small
panels above it, similar to that found in several other houses in Dinwiddie .
County, is carried around the room, a5 is a heavy cornice. There is a deeply .
projecting chimney breast which has a six-panel overmantel arrangement flanked® by
stumpy fluted Ionic pilasters on tall plinths. Once again, a Federal mantel re-
places the original treatment of the fireplace opening, and in this case, it is
worthy of note in its own right. Ergaged coupled Tuscan colonettes support a tall
frieze with fluted entablature blocks, horizontal reeding in the frieze, and a
centrzl tablet with an elliptical sunburst patera. A summer beam with heavy mold-
ings runs the length of the room and intersects the overmantel in an awkward and
inconpgruous manner.

The chamber over the ballroom is also paneled across the chimney wall and has a

slightly projecting chimney breast. A clumsy Federal mantel with Tuscan colonettes,

a tall reeded frieze and gpindly fluted entablature blocks, a Federal chair rail,
and an inconspicuous cornice complete the decoration of the room.

Mansfield was remodeled shortly after 1905 by a new owner. At that time, the
firgt-story flooring and a bell system were installed, Most of the doors and

hardware and the chandeliers also date from that renovation.
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VERZAL BEOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The acreage comprising the Mansfield property consists of the area bounded by a line
beginning at a point on the north side of Route 601, .7 mile west of the intersection
of Routes 600 and 60L; thence extending north and slightly westward to the southern
banlt of the Upper Appomattox Canal; thence extending 1800' southwestward along said

" b nk; thence extending southeasterly to northside of Route 60L; thence extending east-

ward along north side of Route 60l to point of origin. '
The 75 acres being nominated constitute the remaining portion of the original Mansfield
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